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MonthMonth--toto--Month Percent Change in Month Percent Change in 
Official Unemployment, 1990 to 2008Official Unemployment, 1990 to 2008

Source: BLS, Current Population Survey, January 1990 to December 2008.

-8.0%

-6.0%

-4.0%

-2.0%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Recessions

Figure 1 2.6 million jobs 
lost in calendar 

year 2008



Alternative Indicators of Alternative Indicators of 
Unemployment. 1994 to 2008Unemployment. 1994 to 2008

Source: BLS, Current Population Survey, 1994 to 2008.
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Unemployment Rate by State, Unemployment Rate by State, 
November 2008November 2008
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Source: BLS, Current Population Survey, 
late October 2007 to late October 2008.
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Source: BLS, Current Population Survey, 
late October 2007 to late October 2008.

Unemployment is increasing Unemployment is increasing 
in in mostmost statesstates

(Percent change in 
nonfarm employment, 
November 2007 to 
November 2008.)
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Growth in the foreign born Growth in the foreign born 
population has slowedpopulation has slowed

Source: MPI analysis of Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2008; NBER.
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Foreign born population by Foreign born population by 
region of origin, 2000 to 2008region of origin, 2000 to 2008

Source: MPI analysis of Current Population Survey, 2000 to 2008; NBER.
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Historically, legal immigration flows Historically, legal immigration flows 
do notdo not seem to respond seem to respond 

directly to the business cycledirectly to the business cycle
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Border apprehensions seem Border apprehensions seem 
to be a leading indicator to be a leading indicator 

of variations in labor demandof variations in labor demand
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growth de-trended 

by 6 months.)



ImmigrantsImmigrants’’ demographic and labor force demographic and labor force 
characteristics make them more characteristics make them more 

vulnerable to job losses during recessions.vulnerable to job losses during recessions.
Immigrant workers are on average younger than natives…
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They are also more likely to be less educated…**
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And tend to work in different sectors than natives…*
(Distribution of native- and foreign-born in leading industries.)
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